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COL. LEE STOVER. register of the United States | and office at
Wat ert own, Codi ngton county, and who is also prominent as a | and and
corporation attorney, was horn in lowa county, lowa, on the 16th of
June, 1867, being a son of M W and Laura R (Ricord) Stover, the
former of whomwas born in Chio and the latter in lowa. M W Stover
was engaged in the banki ng busi ness at Marengo, |lowa, for many years,
was a man of nmarked influence and sterling character, comanding the
unequi vocal confidence and esteem of all who knew him At the tinme of
the war of the Rebellion he was a nenber of the Twenty-second | owa
Vol unteer Infantry, with which he saw | ong and arduous service, and
bei ng captain of Conpany K at the time of the battle of Vicksburg,
where he received a wound whi ch necessitated the anputation of his
right arm his reginent having been the only one to enter the works of
the enenmy in this nenorable conflict, while of those who were wounded
in the reginent in that engagenment he was the one of the very fewto
survive. This valiant reginent placed its flag on the works and there
maintained it for seven hours during the sanguinary conflict on the 22d
of May, 1863. The paternal grandfather of the subject was George
Stover, who was born in the Shenandoah valley. of Virginia, and who
served with distinction in the war of 1812, while his father, Colone
H ram Stover, served as col onel under Washi ngton during the war of the
Revol ution, so that it will be seen that our subject cones of patriotic
stock, while he hinmself has seen nmilitary service, as a representative
of the fourth generation of the famly in this departnment of the
country's service.

Lee Stover received his early educational discipline in the
public schools of Marengo, |lowa, and then entered the lowa State
University at lowa Cty, where he conpleted the scientific course and
was graduated as a nenber of the class of 1887. He then becane a
student in the | aw departnment of the same institution, and was
graduated in the sane in 1889, in June of which year he cane to
Wat ertown, South Dakota, and initiated the active practice of his
prof ession, his devotion to his work and his | egal acunen and power
soon gai ning himrepresentative clientage. On the 1st of April, 1898,
Col onel Stover was appointed register of the United States |and office,
but on the 30th of the sanme nonth he resigned the office to accept the
position of |ieutenant colonel of the First South Dakota Vol unteer
Infantry, which was sent to the Philippine Islands, where it renai ned
in active service until COctober, 1899. The subject made a record worthy
of the name he bears, was known as a bold and fearl ess comander, was
loved by all his nmen and revered by his fellow officers. On his return
to Watertown, at the expiration of his termof service in the Oient,
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Col onel Stover resuned the practice of his profession, his absence
having greatly interfered with his regular work in the line, but he
soon regai ned his precedence and today controls a large and |ucrative
practice. On the 1st of Novenber, 1899, he again received appoi nt ment
as register of the land office, of which position he has since been

i ncunbent, giving a nost able admnistration of its affairs. He served
four years as state's attorney of Codington county, and is known as a
strong and skillful advocate and prosecutor and a counsellor well
grounded in the science of jurisprudence in its various branches.
Fraternally he is a Mason, a Knight of Pythias and a nmenber of the

| ndependent Order of Odd Fel |l ows, the Benevol ent and Protective O der
of El ks, Ancient O der of United Wrknmen, and Mddern Wodnmen of
Anerica, all of Watertown. While in service in the Philippines Col one
Stover was one of the three nenbers of the suprene, or provisional
court of the island of Luzon, and while there was also with his
reginent on the line for one hundred and twenty-six days and nights
wi t hout renoving clothing, shoes, etc.

On the 11th of February, 1890, at Burlington, Wsconsin, Colone
Stover was united in marriage to M ss Maude Newel|l G pson, who was born
and reared in that state. O this union have been born two children
Walter E. and Lee Roy.
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